Dear Local Authority/Social Worker
In making preparations to manage COVID-19 within our setting, we have taken note of children who we believe fit the criteria for a Child in Need. We are aware the DfE guidance states that for these children necessary school attendance is to be part of an assessment of risk by the social worker and parents. We note that social care remain the lead agency and we want to be certain that we are offering appropriate support to these children. If you require information to assist your assessment please contact us.
We will be grateful if you would contact us to clarify which children are required to attend school at this time.
Whilst some children have individual social workers, we are conscious that those social workers may have additional responsibilities or may indeed not be in attendance at work due to illness.  Please provide a fully monitored and secure email address that we can use for correspondence about these children to ensure that no vulnerable child slips below the net.
It would be helpful if you could give us guidelines on reporting in our concerns about particularly vulnerable children at this time.
In addition to those children who are Child in Need, we also have children who are subject to the ATC/TAF process.  We have a separate list of those children, and will monitor so far as we are able.  Should the Local Authority require that information from school, we would be grateful if you could put a formal request identifying the basis for making any such request, for example safeguarding, to enable us to process and provide the necessary information as quickly as possible.
As a school we will have reduced resources, but of course remain absolutely committed to the safeguarding and wellbeing of our pupils and children in our care.
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